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From the AEF archives, 
written January 2, 1979

BLAST FROM THE PAST!

How it came about? What it is? As it is!
It seems necessary to print some data and

background information to the founding of the
Alberta Equestrian Federation as it relates to the
affairs of the old National Equestrian Federation,
the new Canadian Equestrian Federation, the pres-
ent Alberta Horse Council, the old Canadian Horse
Council and their interplay with the provincial 
government departments. There appears to be some
misunderstanding by equine members at large and
representatives responsible for the sport at the 
provincial government level.

First, the National Equestrian Federation was
formed 25 years ago. It was in place in Alberta as zone 3 
geographically representing all of Alberta and the northern
part of B.C.

The Canadian Horse Council was formed in the early 70s by a group of 
people who were disenchanted with the actions of the National Equestrian
Federation as it related to the upcoming Montreal Olympic Games.

The Alberta Horse Council was part of the Canadian Horse Council until the
time of the merger of the Canadian Horse Council with the National Equestrian
Federation. Then it became an independent Alberta Horse Council.

The Alberta Equestrian Federation was formed in November of 1977 to 
represent the equestrian sport in the province of Alberta and serve as the umbrella
organization in this regard.

At the November ’76 annual meetings of the Canadian Horse Council and the
National Equestrian Federation held in Toronto, a steering committee was estab-
lished to work out a constitution and merge the two associations into one so there
would be one voice in the equine sport nationally (dealing with Sports Canada).
The four members of this steering committee were as follows:

1) David Esworthy, vice-president
of the National Equestrian
Federation, chairman of the B.C.
zone, in addition a board mem-
ber of the Canadian Horse
Council.

2) Jack Howard, president of the
Canadian Horse Council.

3) John Murdock, vice-president of
the National Equestrian
Federation, chairman of the
Ontario zone. 

4) D. J. Gendall, vice-president of
the National Equestrian
Federation, chairman of the
Alberta zone.

This then was the split between
the two associations and their repre-
sentation on the steering committee.

This group met on several occa-
sions independently and with the
members from both boards put-
ting together a constitution for
the present Canadian
Equestrian Federation.  This
constitution was patterned
after constitutions in
Europe, the States and the
two constitutions from the

founding organizations. This merger
commencing in November of 1976
was completed in November of 1977
when in Toronto, David Esworthy was
elected president of the new Canadian
Equestrian Federation and the two
national bodies disbanded.

On the provincial level, during
the same period of time, Mr. Bill
desBarres, president of the Alberta
Horse Council and Mr. Gendall, chair-

man of the National Equestrian Federation for the Alberta zone, met on several
occasions. Mr. desBarres at that time wanted to have the National Equestrian
Federation, zone 3, join the Alberta Horse Council as an affiliate. Mr. Gendall’s
response was that this was not an acceptable request with the forthcoming merger
of the Canadian Horse Council and the National Equestrian Federation just about
complete and secondly that with paid up members at large in place for several
years, a request for our association to join the Alberta Horse Council did not seem
to make sense. However, during this same period, Mr. desBarres as president of
the Alberta Horse Council represented himself to the provincial government as the
organization representing all the horse people in Alberta and became the recog-
nized provincial body for this sport.

In October of ’77 as provided by the constitution of the Canadian Equestrian
Federation, provincial elections were held electing representation in an equitable
manner from the National Equestrian Federation, zone 3 and the Canadian Horse
Council (Alberta Horse Council). This election was held in Calgary under the eyes
of outside scrutineers. These representatives then attended the national annual
meeting of the Canadian Equestrian Federation in Toronto as the Alberta represen-
tatives from both the Canadian Horse Council (Alberta Horse Council) and the
National Equestrian Federation for this zone. Mr. Gendall was elected chairman of
the Alberta zone and later Mr. desBarres was elected vice-chairman representing
the Western disciplines.

In the spring of 1977, Mr. Chris Jenson was elected president of the Alberta
Horse Council and thus commenced the communication between the now
Canadian Equestrian Federation and the still in place provincial Alberta Horse
Council. After meetings with the representatives of both groups, there was a review
made to determine if the Alberta Horse Council’s secretary, Lenor Shiels, could
handle the affairs of the Canadian Equestrian Federation in the Percy Page Centre
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provided by the Alberta government. After several discussions, this was abandoned
because of the manner in which the office and facility were being handled. Work
in the meantime for the Alberta zone, Canadian Equestrian Federation continued
to be handled by volunteers.

In the spring of 1978, Mrs. Vivian Goodrich became president of the Alberta
Horse Council and once again the communication between Mr. Gendall was com-
menced between the current presidents. After several telephone calls and meet-
ings, Mrs. Goodrich and Mr. Gendall met in July to discuss how the previous com-
munications could be brought to some successful conclusion. Mr. Gendall volun-
teered to handle the following. He would:

1) Provide a rough draft of a constitution for an Alberta Equestrian Federation,
patterned after Ontario and New Brunswick’s constitutions as well as the
background knowledge obtained in drawing up the constitution for the
Canadian Equestrian Federation.

2) Set a founding budget for this organization.

3) Ask for selection of the name for this founding equine association.

4) Set a founding nominating committee.

5) Set a founding general meeting.

In late August and early September, the rough draft of the Alberta constitu-
tion was forwarded to members of the board of the Canadian Equestrian
Federation, Alberta zone and to Vivian Goodrich, president of the Alberta Horse
Council, for her forwarding to her board. Errors, omissions and changes were
received and incorporated into the constitution by interested parties from both
boards. One of the concerns of some individuals was the size of the board; there-
fore it was left open to run from 10 to 40 members so that all those interested
could be represented. The name was of a concern to some and the other names
were reviewed, settling with Alberta Equestrian Federation as it was compatible
with other names in other provinces and the national name. There was concern
that the show membership, as in the old National Equestrian Federation, could
dominate the voting with their particular weighting of votes. This was eliminated in
the constitution and only the members at large receive votes.

In late August or early September, Mr. R. Coates, Mr. P. Graham and Mr. G.
Shaw volunteered to be the founding nominating committee and contacted those
people who would let their name stand for election to the founding board of the
Alberta Equestrian Federation.

The first general meeting was held in conjunction with the last general meet-
ing of the Canadian Equestrian Federation’s zone 3 meeting, so that time and funds
could be kept to a minimum for those people involved. The first annual meeting
had the largest representation of attendees to any annual provincial meeting.

At the general meeting, the proposed first year budget was presented. In
addition, the full-time secretary was introduced who would provide services for
the Canadian Equestrian Federation, zone 3, until such time as the Alberta
Equestrian Federation affairs were in order. The funding for which would come
from membership fees, donations at large, government grants, special events 
and other sources of income.

In summary, we submit the Alberta Equestrian Federation as the umbrella
organization to represent the equine sport in Alberta.

We would anticipate that when the profile and submissions are made to the
provincial organization, it will meet the criteria that they have laid out for a gov-
erning sport body. If members at large do not feel the board adequately represents
them, there is enough latitude to change and make elections to the board. If
changes in the constitution need to be taken care of, this can be changed by 
the board. The Alberta Equestrian Federation, as indicated, has in place its own
office, a full time competent executive secretary and an established membership
paying dues.

Finally, if it is to be successful, it will only be so with the continued and
expanded involvement of people in the equine sport.  AB

Watch for more on the history of the AEF in the Summer issue of Alberta
Bits! If you have photos or stories of the early days, contact the editor at
albertabits@albertaequestrian.com.

AEF raffle tickets 

The AEF 35th anniversary raffle is off to a galloping start with tremendous
support from individuals, tack stores and clubs across Alberta. 

The AEF is looking to raise $10,000 for our programs through selling these
tickets. By purchasing tickets, you can win one of two prizes:  An English saddle
package or a Western saddle package.

The draw date is on April 28 at the Mane Event in Red Deer. Tickets will be
available at the AEF booth during the Mane Event. Purchase them online by 
contacting Alison Douglas and Dena Squarebriggs at aefraffletickets@gmail.com.
Or, get them at these great tack shops:

The AEF extends a big THANK YOU to everyone who has already purchased,
will purchase and those who are currently helping sell tickets. Get yours today
before they sell out. Tickets are $3 each or 2 for $5.

SUPPORT YOUR FAVOURITE TACK SHOP

In addition, the three tack shops that sell the most tickets will get free adver-
tising space in Alberta Bits. Support your favourite tack shop by purchasing tick-
ets when you drop by.  AB

A-1 Western Wear Tack & Gifts, High Prairie

Back Forty. , Barrhead

Bar T5, Calgary

Bottrel General Store, Cochrane

Camrose Farm Supply Store (UFA), Camrose

Cole’s Western Wear, Vegreville

Country Outpost, Coaldale

Equestrian Supplies Unlimited, Sherwood Park

Equi Products, Calgary

Equi-Market, Okotoks

Extreme Tack, Tees

For Horses of Course, Athabasca

Giddy Up Western Wear, Airdrie

Greenhawk, Red Deer

Greenhawk, Grande Prairie

Greenhawk, Edmonton

Greenhawk, Calgary

Heartland Saddlery, Okotoks

Horse’n Around, Red Deer

Horselife Ltd., Edmonton

Horselife Ltd., Calgary

James Built Saddlery, Tofield

K & K Livestock, Calgary

Kaufman Saddles, Irvine

Lone Star Tack & Feed, Calgary

North 40 Tack and Feed, Cochrane

Ride & Drive, Airdrie

Sunrise Meadows Stables, Okotoks

T & C Tack Room, Evansburg

Tack N’ Things, Leduc County

The Horse Store–Fairplay Stores, Calgary

The Jones Boys, Red Deer

The Jones Boys, Ponoka

The Mill Store, Okotoks

The Tack Corral, Olds

The Tack Trunk, Rocky Mountain House

Tudor Tack Shoppe, Edmonton

Victory Tack Shop, Red Deer

Welsh’s Saddlery, three locations in Edmonton


