
Don Moore Interview 

Don Moore: The following is prepared for possible inclusion in the Alberta Sports Hall of Fame 

project on the Centennial year, by Don Moore. It basically covers the period of time from 

1948 through until the early '70s. It deals with the original Red Deer Athletic Association, 

which was prepared by a group of returnees from the war and they later found that it was 

very difficult for them to do a good job and as a result they employed the first Recreation 

Director, Mr. Jarvis Miller in 1948.There was a period of time before the city decided to 

assume responsibility, and the recreation board was formed, which had the responsibility 

of dealing with all matters pertaining to recreation. It was an advisory board primarily to 

Mr. Miller, and then in recent years it has been disbanded, to the dismay of many. The 

board had excellent representations from the schools, the college and the community at 

large. The recreation department was established in 1951, as I stated earlier this deals 

with a period time up until the mid '70s. During this period, the recreation department 

was directly involved in the operation and development of minor sport, with the support 

of enthusiastic volunteers and all the school systems. The primary emphasis was on 

hockey, fastball, baseball and football, and to make sure that the community was totally 

involved in amateur sport organization. For example, the Red Deer Minor Hockey 

Association, Red Deer Minor Football Association, etc., were formed with a group of 

dedicated volunteers who assisted the department in fulfilling their obligations. The sport 

of hockey was by far the most complex, and the program was offered for Mites 9 and 10 

years, Peewees 11 and 12 years, Bantam 13 and 14 years, Midgets 15 and 16 years, 

Juvenile 17 and 18 years. The registration fee was a very nominal amount of $1 and as 

the boys were registered through the cooperation of the school board, the teams were 

selected on the basis of where they lived in the community. The entire program was 

operated by volunteer coaches and referees. The facilities of the day were anything but 

sophisticated. There was a downtown rink adjacent to where the speed skating is now 

and it was served by a shack which had what you might call a typical hot stove heater. It 

was very small and very primitive, but almost all the boys hockey games in every age 

group were played on that small rink, with very very limited access to the Red Deer 

arena. As the city grew from a city of about 11000 people, this meant our Recs were 

developing at Grandview, West Park, Mountview and North Red Deer. They were 

utilized for three games per night, no equipment provided except for the team sweaters 

and goal equipment, and these were funded primarily by the Service Club. There was no 



commercial sponsorship; funds were raised by an annual minor hockey night, for each 

boy was expected to sell a certain number of tickets, and the old arena was just crowded 

to the rafters. Also if they sponsored a sportsmans dinner with guests which included 

one year, Jean Beliveau, and another time Father Alfred Murray, and other celebrities. 

The attendance was always excellent and the program was well appreciated. There was 

no program operated at this time for boys 6,7 and 8 years old and the parents were 

dissatisfied with this fact, and they came to the city seeking ice time for what they called 

the Tom Thumb league. There was also dissatisfaction with the little competition offered. 

Many in the community felt that there should be more emphasis on pursuit of excellence 

and intercommunity play, which wasn't provided by the city. The result was the 

establishment on an Athletic Association, which assumed the role which they felt was 

being neglected. In 1974, a newspaper advertisement clearly defined the various options 

that youngsters could subsribe to. They were offered what was described as recreation 

hockey, or competitive hockey and another level which went beyond that again was 

intercommunity play so at that time there was no teams competing outside of Red Deer 

other than for provincial playoffs. This system thrived for a period of time, to the 

satisfaction of everyone apparently. Over time as the city grew, the recreation 

departments would all change from direct sponsorship to more of a supported role, and 

that being the case to this day. The city provided summer programs for boys baseball 

and girls softball in various age groups, primarily a spring program, and early summer, 

because of the proximity to the lakes, and summer vacation distractions made a fulltime 

summer program very difficult. Uniforms were not provided, equipment was provided at 

game sites by volunteer coaches and umpires were assigned and were all volunteers. 

Registration fee was nominal as it was with hockey. Boys baseball teams were 

organized for playing outside of Red Deer, uniforms were provided primarily supported 

by service clubs. The football program was offered for boys of junior high or pre-high 

school age. There was a three-team league that operated for a number of years with 

reasonable success. Once again the minor football association involving volunteers was 

in place. The program has been expanded considerably in recent years. There was a 

second flag football program offered for 11, 12 and 13 year olds. When team selection 

was complete, one boy was named captain, who coordinated the team. There were no 

coaches, but an adult or older teams assigned to each game to referee, issue sweaters, 

flags, and assist in keeping order to the game. The city was not involved in figure 

skating; this was dealt with through a parents group and a figure skating club. The city 



leant whatever support they could. There was an attempt to organize outdoor figure 

skating classes, but this was not very successful and it was abandoned. The sport of 

soccer was not provided by the city either. This was primarily an activity that took place 

in the schools and mostly as a recreation activity. The Recreation Department had an 

interesting involvement in the sport of skiing, recognizing that it was difficult to get 

access to a ski hill, that was made to develop a run with a t-bar on the Woodley Hill, 

which was fondly known as Mt. Woodley. This operated reasonably successfully for a 

period of time. Ski rentals were available, There was a little change building, and all in all 

it was considered a success but not a financial success, and at some time later the city 

abandoned it and did away with the facility. There also may be some interest in the 

evolution of sport facilities in Red Deer, and with that in mind I would like to offer the 

following. At the time of the establishment of the Recreation Board, which would be in 

the early 1950s, there were a few very very small playgrounds, sometimes adjacent to 

schools, but not always. It was apparent that there needed to be a plan, and the 

Recreation Department in cooperation with the Recreation Board, established some 

standards for future development. There was a commitment to provide a sixteen acre 

site within each subdivision of 160 acres which would include a community shelter, 

suitable for skate change in the winter. In the winter there would be three skating rinks-

two boarded and one snow-packed rink, which were very very well used in the early 

time. Typical sports fields including ball diamonds and football fields were included, as 

were playground equipment and a sliding hill for youngsters. One of the skating rinks 

was also utilized for tennis and basketball in the summer season and these were 

eliminated as part of the program. In the early days the city was a primary developer of 

land, and later on that became something that the private sector was involved in. In each 

case, the financing of these centres was through an assessment on the value of each of 

the dwelling lots that were sold in the subdivision. The developer had the choice of doing 

the work to our standard or having the city do it at their expense. This proved to be very 

successful, and though it is not as practical to do it in this fashion anymore, in the early 

days it was very very successful. Almost all of these sites had an elementary school, and 

our cooperation with the school board was excellent. We had an agreement with them 

for the joined acquisition of the properties and for the joint use of the facilities after the 

fact. During this planning process, there were four districts identified: Downtown, which 

was served by the open space and the school systems and also the recreation 

department; very little could be changed there. Another one was on the East Hill, where 



the high school and the separate schools were considered part and parcel to the level of 

service provided in that location, and the plan was to provide indoor artificial ice, a 

swimming facility, and a larger, more suitable sports field for adult use. A joint acquisition 

of some 50 acres for school and recreation development now accommodates the 

Collicutt Centre, which has some limited swimming capability. However the Michener 

Centre swimming pool was also considered part and parcel of the standard we were 

striving for. The third district designated was West Park, and it was considered not 

feasible to provide all the services that we would have wished in that area, but there 

were substantial areas suitable for sports fields for both adults' and young peoples' use. 

The fourth designated district was North Red Deer and the Dawe Centre is a prime 

example of total cooperation between the two school authorities and the city in the 

provision of all that exists on that site. All the open spaces at these district centres were 

large enough and suitable for adult activity, but there was a need for spectator 

accommodation for football, fastball and baseball, and this resulted in the acquisition and 

development of Great Chief Athletic Park, which opened on September 7th, 1964. It has 

since been upgraded significantly and over the years has accommodated most of the 

needs of the sports for which it was designed. The growth of the city and the expansion 

of the need for hockey opportunities has lead to an attempt to keep with the rest of the 

times by developing new facilities as the city grew. One of the first additions was the 

Kinex Building, which was developed by the Exhibition Association, who were quite 

prepared to share it with the city, at least during the winter months. But at that time, 

there were no change facilities, there was no indoor artificial ice, so the city utilized it in a 

very basic way, by putting up an outdoor shelter for the change facilities, from which they 

went to the ice surface to be involved in their activity. The first phase of the Kin City 

followed, primarily due to the initiative of a local group who were seeking more ice time 

for their families. They, with some support from the city, raised the funds and put the 

project in place as a major accomplishment by a small group of people who felt that it 

was something that had to be happening. The Dawe Centre was the final addition to the 

ice skating facilities, and since the Kinex has been twinned, there are now almost 

enough accommodations for all of the demand for a time. But as an aside, some of the 

teams are venturing out of town, as is the case with some of the people who were 

supposedly served by the sports fields at Great Chief Park. They are now going to 

Penhold and to Lacombe for accommodation, which seems unfortunate. In summary, if 

there is a need to expand any of this information, a meeting could be convened with 



some of the people involved which may shed further light or provide further information 

on these particular topics.   

 


